UNCLE TOM'S CARIN

Copiwe ol this work are for sale at this ofhce
Price—in papor cuvers, 31, cloth $1.50, cloth,
full gilt, §2

Porsons at & distance of not over 500 miles
can have this work in paper covers mailed to
them. freeof postage, on addressing L. Clephane,
at this offiec, and enclosing $1 in money and
27 cents in post office stamps—over 500 i e
the postage will be 54 cents.

- - - R
WASHINGTON, D. C.
= - - .

THURSDAY, MAY 6, 1852

T0 SUBSCRIBERES,

As the Presidential canvass is nhout to open

an opportunity in offered to those who wish to

They
oan send in their subseriptions by the first of
June. for half o volume, which will carry them

wubseribe for tho Era for six months

through the canvass and election up to the
of Docember
general terms

firat We e L..-.I-Ii.-.h below our

Weak after pext, we shall commence the
]n:]-‘.l---LI‘z--n of u novelette, entitled © Rank and
Nobility,” of rare intorest. It will probahly
run !F”'""i_’ll lén or u ': AL 1 Tl':!lli'l‘r‘! "r IIH'
Era, and befors it close we cherish the hope
of again introdocing Mrs  Stowe to our
readoers

We trust, therefore, that no subseriber will
suffer his paper o Lo stopped | and mny we |

not GXpact to receve weosssions to our list! A
olub of ten new sibscribors, just sont from
Kalamazon, Michigan, Iy N M
that pl.‘u'l‘. e the foreruntc
of the same sort

Thomas of

The terms of the paper are as fisllows |
!\'in'_'!.» COpY, Ong Yeur 32
Three copis, one yeas
Five ¢ s, e FERT L |
Ten capien, oue year 5|
Singele copy, s1x months : |
o « (i, Wik I nihs N

Valuntary ngents are entitled to petsin ||Ji

eants commission on each new yearly, nnd 235
pents o each new semi-yearly, subeeriber
wreepl e of el Twenty-fire conts s |
the commussion on the jencwal of an old sul
Feriber

A elab of three sulweribors (one of whom |

may b an old one) st 35, will entitle the per- |

st making it up te w0 copy of the Erva three

mooths . w elub of fice (tuw of whom may ba |
old onesy nt 8 Lok copy for seemonthis " a ¢lub
of fea ( five of whom moy e ald ones) at 815, |
Lo i ocapy fosy vne wenr

“"llr'_\' to b forwarded by mael, wt our resk |

Lurge winounts may be remitted in deafts or
cortificatos of -.]l'lnmli-'

It will b seen that the price of the phper,
sinjeli iy

wootill &2 w0 your Agents wome-

thmes wllow a sulsorilor, whom they ohtain or
renew, the benetit of their commission, so thiet

[ Py ey P Ly thear Kinidiess geta Lis puupar

fur $1.50 or 175, s the cnse ma ¥ e ‘
Z The story of “ The |'1|n|'n1-|>|.tiT|L- " by
vooew and unknown conteilmtor, on our lirst

L7 W havo referved 1o the alile speech
dehverod by Mro Smart of Maine, in the
House of Representatives, on the 23d ult, in
vindieation of the North agninst the charge of
nggression. A large portion of it we lay he
lore our readers o this week's Era. Aller
referving brietly o legislation by Congress in

velution e Slavery, and giving a history of the
manner i whieh the seat of Government was
lovated in this Distriet. e commences the su-
vy of the relative benofits derived hw the
North and South from the Union, which we
present on our fourth e

Mus Duxsisox, the widow of a respectalile
]-]I‘\"Il inn ol New York, has lu'vv|-lc-d the Bgen-
ey ol the Musical World and Journal of the
Fine Arts, which has been tendored to hor on
sueh terms ws will enabile her to derive Trom it

wi honorable support.  She prosonts  hersell

with cordinl testimoninds from Doctors Cheover |

und Tyng of New York, and other
kunonwn arel  the

“,-“,
eitimens | work
pitrannge s ol

IITE

for  which
i high order
has wheeady ohtsined in this
eity some two hundrod sobserilors, to whom
ehe would express er henetfolt thanke, and, ns
shie intonds to vikit ather pluces, for w wimilar
]\Ilr]um- Wi

whio wolivits

of  merit

comend  hor entorprise to the
!nu|-|r-'

LAWS OF SJUTHERN BTATES IN REGARD 70
CULORED SEAMEN

The law of South Carolinn, undor which
eolored sesmon entering hier ports nre impris-
onod, 15 ab last to b Lronght to o jodicial tost
Munuol Pervira, 0 colored Portuguese suilors
articled to serviee onoan English brig whish
Wiks IJlI--iI\ driven into Charleston by stross uf'
weather, hnving beon wrrested and I P
ruted, Mr. Matthew, British Consal st that
port, applied throngh s counsel, Mr. Petti.
gru, to Judge Walker, for 0 writ of habeas cor-
pur. The Judge refusing to grant the writ, no-
tive of an appenl was given, and this will proh-
ably heinge the vase altim itely belore the Su.
preme Court for adjudicution It will he
vecullictod that Mr. Hoar, commissioned liy
A wssie hissotts o Ll this Inw before the ]u
dicinl tribunmls ¥

Wik 1"""']':1.‘I l'\]u-l]wl fromm
thie Stite

Jiki Bull s tronted with a little
more ooy nhion

_ It woubld secm, from the fillowing paragraph
in the Charleston Mevcury of the 25th ultian,

aliout to adopt w more rational
and liberal eourse o the wubijoet

thaut Louisinnm i

It s yn—
. of Lowisiann, after full
comsiderntion of the reprosentations that huve
lsen wddressed o them, liave repenled those
jmwi-unn- of their Inw which provided for the
tmprisonment of coloved soamen from shroad,
mwnd huve sulstituted for this a provision allow-
ing such sewmen to land for their necessary
duties, with pmssports from the Magor. Wa
have not yot seen the statute, and canuot muy
whether it applies to colored soamen from the
North ws well ns from loreign eonmtrien.  In
reganil to the former, we should be decidodly
appisod to placing them on the same f-mlint; us
the Tntter, exeept where they ure driven into
our prts by stress of wonther,  Bot, even in
regard Lo them, it seems to us that our lnw
ought v b rl.nl.guwl on the |nriI||'iII1a'llr the In-
dinun wnd Minos ¢ onstitutions. Lot colored
seamen from the North be forbidden to enter
our ports. wd Lot theie introduction sibject
the vessel to w fine of u thosmand dollars tor
every one. wid we vontupe b sy we should be
no more tr wibiled with the visits of those pro.
cious ol Mussane hiusptts W .Imll
puhl:uh thio Lassindisasiy slibtite ns woan ne we cian
Eet a copy .
Weo shall not Leliows that (he
hias made any sue

“The Legislature

' ilens

Legislature
b wenn diserimination in
fuvor of foreigners against their owy cointry.
mon, till we have indisputalilo proofof the fuct
That the Charleston Meveury shounld advoente
sugh n discrimination is in keeping with it
It has no love of oty
wnd long sinee coased to be an American jour.
nil. The contomptible poliey it recommends
in cloarly exposed by the New York Evening
Post

“The Gavernmentsof these eountries (France
and Great Hritain) have moans of enforcing
the rights of their subjects in South Caroling
It is propoer, thorofire, that u black eook from
u British vessol should go on shore unmolested
Mussnclisetts hins nosush resoarce. 1 there-
fore, there is u colored mnn nmong the erew of
& Mamsachusetts vessel lio is naimf wnd impris
oved till the vessel dopurts  The oitisens of

groeral charnoter

r, we hope, of many |

| weted ||_yI Filernl Hiwer,

—
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the free States of the Union are not to be al-
lowed the same liberties in the slave dtates
us the subjects of & European Kingdom.

We are not greatly surprised that this new
indigoity should be meditated, encournged as
it is by the submission with which the previous
ones have been recetved.”

-

SECTIONALISM - STATE RIGHTS—NON-INTER-
VENTION,

The \r\':\nllillglvlll ["niun, the n||-!m and ome
g of whose Democracy i the duty of alives
catching, thus discourses on Sex tionslism and
State Rights

We have never believed that the Southern
Press was the organ of the Stute Rights purty.
in the sense in which this party forms a por-
tion of tha Democracy of the Union. It is as
tur out of the line of this party at the South as
the Nafional Era is at the North. Both Il-r--m-*
ure essentinlly sectional, and neither of them
cun sueceed without breaking up the national
organization of purties The one looks to a

Southern Confederacy, the other, to the aboli- |

tion of slavery, in violation of the compacts of

the Constitution. ‘T'o suppose that cither the |

| une or the other can foree their extreme \'Ev\\_ﬁ
on the Democratic party, is to say that this
party contains within itself the element of self-
destruetion.”

If Slavery be nationu]l and Liberty sec-
tional, then the Era If Liberty

L nutional and Slavery sectional, the Union

i» sectional

is seotional

Liberty is the great interest of all the States
of this Union ; for its preservation and exten-
siom, the Union was founded and the Federal
| Government organized.  Slavery 1= an interest

cherished by not a third of our population,
nor was the Union formed or the Governmment
organized, for the purpose of perpetuating or
{ extending it. The Nutional Era is devoted to
Liberty; the Washington Usion to Slavery :
which is sectional?

One of the amendments to the Constitution
|-}n=nl--|- that “the powers not deleguted to
the United States by the Constitution. nor pro-
hibitedd by it to the States, nre reserved to the
Stites u--|u\-l.'i'.vll\_ or to the People”™  Our
Sl “:},’hl'.- doctrine i# all embroced in this

JIFOVISIOnN | nOT can the Uwron. nop wny of its

¥ o ;
{ sectional wllies point to o single opinion we

or measure advoented, in
We charge that the Union

ive ever uttered
conflict with it

ot HHI}' has ndyoented mensures r--lnnl;u"m tin
seeking to make
one of these measures, the Fugitive Slave Law,

this Inl'l-\isiuli. but that it is
the test of Demoeratic orthodoxy.  The power
o ennet this law, or any one on the subjeer, is

not l|l'|"=:llt'1| I.'\: the Constitution to the Uni-
tod States, nor prohibited by it to the States,”
It is thereiore o reserved State power, und the
law in a violation of Stute Rights, the offspring
The Era Oppeses it
the
tuins i, and inkista that it maintenance shall

of Federal usurpation
and  demands its repenl Union  sus-
be mude the test of Democracy—n law, en-
without warrant,
in vivlation of Ntate Hlphl», thie [u“rLr wnd
ground of the Demoeratic party !

No, it 15 the Unon that sdvocstes congolida-
tion doctrines | the Era is u Stute Rights pa-
per

Our Federal Iv--n}_"m- w hius the hardihsod to
to the alolition of
Slavery, i sviolation of the compaets of the
The The

Unton cannot produce in support of it, &

nasert that the Era looks

(Constitution.” memertion s fialse,
single opinion ever expressed hy us, w stato-
ment ever made, wn et ever done. The prae-
tienl principle which dictates and defines the
national politieal aotion we advocate in rela-
tion to Slavery, is. Nou-Intervention with Sta-
very and the Krtradition of Staves : and this
is  logieal sequence, first of the great doctrine
held by Madison, and distinetly announced hy
Judge MeLean from the Supreme Bench with-
in u few years—that the Federal Constitution
| oes not recognise the wlea of property in man ;
m-.'-rluli_\;. of the doetrine of Stute l{ighh

| The provision relating to the importation or

| States wight think proper to admit. as origi
[ nadly introduced, seemed to imply that homan

heings might he property.  Mr. Mudison op-
prred ity because he could not bear that the
Constitution they were anhout forming. should
tolerate the iden that thers could be property
in mun. The Convention sympathied with
him, and the phraseology was moditiad, so s
to preclude such an implication.  This, taken
in connection with the language of the instyu-
The

Fedenl Constitution nowhere recognises the

ment itself, s wuthority enongh e ue

iden of property in man—nowhere, in the lun.
guage of Judge MeLean, regurds slaves as

projurty.

Now, ns the essontinl element of
fnf.'l\-‘llnltlill;; i the Ill'nlu‘rf)' relution and ns
[ the relntion cannot exist, be regulated, be
maintained, without fare, and as the Federal
Government cannot recognise or trowt humon
heings us property, Slavery ean have no logal
existenes within exclusively Foderal jurisdic.
tion Wherever the Federal Power is the sole
laowgiver, Slavery cannot exist except in viola-
tion of the Constitution.  As a matter of fluet,
wo find it existing in the District of Columlia
wnid how !
the Federal Government, the laws of Muryland
and Virginin, including those which recognise
humnn beings as property, were adopted or pe
enncted by expross statute of Congress. This
wtitute, w0 Inr as it treats human |ll"|l|,:-1 s
property. we hold to be unconstitutional, Non.
Intervention, which in our ereod s the duty
uf the Federal Government in .l’l'lal;un to Bl
very, would thevefire leave the systom in this
Distriot without the form of law. The same
doctrine and prinoiple applied to our Territo.
ries, would make Slavery in them a legal im-
lnmlhllll_\r

But they are safe fur the South . fur they
i‘lllll]lll'“’.‘}' exclude the iden of :l" llil{'l'l'l"l'!'!]l:“
by Congross with the institution, we existing
under State suthority.  Now-Intervention Ly
the Federal Government with Sluvery in the
Stutes lewves it without the l-uumluriu:q of na-
tional politics or national partios.

The other doctvine velerred to—that of State
Rights—forbids« logislation by Congress or any
wetion by the Foderal Government, in relation
to the extradition of fugitives from service or
libor.  The provision of the Constitution on
this subject imposes an obligation on the States,
not on the Federal Government It muy be
effectuated by State legislation ; it is cortain
that it containg no grant of power to Congross
to legislate.  The right of reclamation is se-
cursd, but the power to preseribe the manner
in which the right shall be exercised, not boing
deleguted to Congross not being necessary to
its use, wnd wot being prohibited o the
Stutes, in roserved to the States, in accordance
with the Amendment to the Constitution ahove
qmrh‘ll.

Wo are nware that the wuthority of the Su-
preme Court s against this view of the suli-
Jeat - hut the decisions of that tribunal are not
nfullible. They way be reconsiderod—they
are not irreversible. Pubilic Opinion changes—
t onrts chinge. The opinions of the Supreme

udiviary cannot destroy the right of Congress
o repoul a luw pronounced eonstitutional, or
the right of u State Legislature to snact & law
pronouneed unconstitutional, with & view to
the reconsideration of the guestion of its con-
stitutionulity

Cortainly, the ductrines we huve just pre-
sented, us sustaming the position of Non-lnter-
vention by the Fadoral Government with Sla.
very and the extradition of sluves, wore fully

immigration of sucl persons a8 any of the |

When the territory wis ceded to |

: sanctioned by Mr. Webster, in hix 7th of March

| wpeech, in 1850 y
1st. As to the absence of the recognition of
chatte]l slavery hy the Constitution. Mr. Web-
stor hield the following language
It may not be improper here to ||.i|||-_le_ to
that—I had almost said v--lel:rut_ml—opum-n
of Mr. Madison, You obsegye, sir, Ul_:il. _thtl
term slavery is not used in the Constitution.
The Constitubion does not requare that fugitive

- r———— =
Feor the National Era.
QUESTIONS OF LIFE.

And the angel that was sent unto me, whose name
wia Uriel, gave me an answer, snd ssid,

“Thy heart hath gone too farin this world, and
thinkest thou to eomprehend the way of the Most
High ' "

hon said I, * Yea my lord.” .

Then said he unto me, *' Go thy way, weigh me the
woight of the firo, or mossure me the blast of the
wind, or eall me agein tho day Iﬁllﬂ:{r:tdd# =

Jures shall be delivered up : it reguires that per-
sons bound to service in one State, and escaping
into unother, shall be delivered up. Mr Madi-
son opposed the introduction of t!:-- term _n'lnw |
or slavery into the Comstitution; fur he said liee
did not wish 10 see it recognised hy t_In' Con-
stitution of the United States of America that
there could be property in men. —Speech n
U. 8. Senate, March 5, 1850

2dly. As to the absence of power in the Fed-
erul Government to legislate for the extradi-
tion of fugitives from service or Ilabor, he
said—

»‘This urticle of the Constitution which says
to these States they shall deliver up fogitives
from servtee, is as binding in honor and con-
science a8 any other article.  No man fulfils

his duty in any Legislature who sets himsell to
| find excuses, evasions, escapes from this consti-

i tutional duty. 1 have always Hlu"gilf that the

Constrtutian addressed itself 1o the Lq.!l'.u‘lll’lﬂ‘es
of the States themselves. or to tke .Stales them-
| selves It Sys, thut those persons escaping to
| uther States shall be delivered up, and | confess
| I have always been of the opinion that o was an
| anjunction uwpon the States themselves. When
| it is suid thut s person escaping into another
| State, and he coming therefore within the ju-
| riction of that State, shall be delivered up. it
seems to me the import of the pussage is, that
the State ttsclf. in obedience to the Constitulion,
shall cause him to be delvered up.  That 1s my
Judgment | hove always entertained 1, and 1
entertam if now’

The opinions Mr. Webster held in 1850, and
which he declared he had '-ll\l'll‘)'s held, are our
opinions now | and were they suffered to control
the legislation of the country, the question of
Slavery would be excluded from the :-phere of
national politics.  So far as the North would
be concerned. it would he resolved into a purely
mioffal question, to be treated by moral instru-
mentalities. 80 long us the citizens of the tree
States shall be forced o the support of Sla-
very, by the action of the Federal Govern
ment, <o long will those of them who are Anti-
Slavery in their views seek by pulitical means
to correct this action, to relieve them from
this coereed, unconstitutional responsibility.
Place the Federal Government in relation to
Slavery on the ground of striet Non-Interven.
tion, and National polities would be freed from
this disturbing element. from this constant
cause of sectiomal antagonisms,
Politico-economists would continue to argue
on the sulject of slave-labor, philanthropists to
discuss it a8 u guestion of humanity, religions
men to ingquire into their denominational relu-
tions to it and the Public Opinion of the North
would constantly bear aguinst the system. hut
political agitation would cense with the re
moviel of politieal responsibility,

A bending staff T would not broak,

A fosble fuith T would not shake,

Nor even rashly pluck away

The error whioh sume truth may stay,
Whose loss might leave the soul without
A shiold against the shafls of doubt

And yet, at times, when over all

A darkoer mystery seoms to fill,

(May God forgive the ohild of dust,
Who seeks to kuow, where Faith should frust)
I raise the questions, old and dark,

Of Uzdom's tempted Patrisreh,

And, spesch-confounded, build agnin
The baflod tower of Shinar's plain.

I am: how little more I know !
Whenee eame 1?7 Whither do T go’
A centred self which feels and is—

A ery between the silonces.

A shadow-birth of clouds and strife,
With sunshine on the hills of life .

A shaft, from Naturo s quiver, csst
Into the Future, from the Past,
Betwoen the cradle sud the shroud,
A meteor's flight from eloud to elond.

Thorough the vastness, arching all,

1 seo the great sturs riso aud fall,

The rounding sessons come and go,

The tided cceans ebib sod flow;

The tokens of & contral Force,

Whoso circles, in their widening course,
(Verlap and move the Universe

The workings of the Law, whonce springs
The rhythmic harmony of things,

Which shapes in earth the darkling spar,
And orbs in beaven the morning star

Of all I soe, in earth and sky —

Star, fower, beast, bird—whut part have 17
This conscious life—in it the samo
Which thrilie tho universal frame,
Whereby the eaverned erystal shoots,
And mounts the sap from forest roots,
Whereby the exiled wood-bird tells
When Sprisg makes groen hor native dolls?
How foels tao stone the pung of hirth,
Which brisgs its sparkling prism forth '
The forest.tree the throb which gives
The lifo-biood to ita now-born leaves !
Do bird and blossom foel like me

Life's many-folded mystery—

The wundor which it is, To ne !

Or stacd 1 severed and distinet,

Frow Nature's chain of life unlinked *
Allied to all, yot net tho loss

Prisonud in separate conseiousnsss,
Alono o'orburdened with a sense

Of life, snd emuse, and consequence

In vain to me the Bphinx propounds
The riddle of ber sights and sounds;
Buck still the vaulted mystory gives
The echoed question iL reecives -
What sings thebrook > What oracle
Is in the pine-wree's organ-swell *
What may the wind's low burden be ’

But the politicians of the South are infatu-
ated.  They know that the North has the nu-
merical power | that two-thinds of the whole
population reside within its limits; that it has
majorities in both branches of the Federal Le-
gislature ; that its velative political power in-
crenses und must inerense with every census :
that st this very time, if united, it could spare
sovaral votes, and yet fill the Presidential
chuir . —still, thoy in<dst upon Jdragging it
into the support of an Evil it detests: they
force wpon it odious, extra-constitutional re-
sponsibilities, provoking an agitation danger-
ous to the institution they would perpetuate,
If they want peace, ift they wonld retain the
right of settling the uestion of sluvery for
themsolves, let them conse to make it o subject
of Federal netion, let them consent to the re-
peal of all Federal legislation concerning it,
et them take their position on the ground of
abwolute Non-Intervention in regard to it by

the Federal Government, and so place an jm-
prssahle gull between them and that Northern
majority, which will go on inereasing until it

shall hear swiy on whatevever guestions misy
hie suljected to its netion

KOSSUTH.

[ Kossuth is now in Boston.  His journey
| feom the moment he entered New England e
| tume teinmphal. - The People nt svery consid-
crable town and station on his way greeted
lim with kind words and  © materinl  aid,”
| I Bostim hie has been received hy the Gov-

J'm'nur, with imposing display, and the Bosto-

nwiong are delectating themselves with his elo-
IIFII'“('l'

We understand from one of his snite in New
York that it was Lis purpose to leave Boston
for England, where, we suppose, he and Mag-
zini will labor to give direction and efficiency
tir the rovolutionary movement,

Thehonors with which he has been received
| in New England have Loen paid, not so much
| to the man, as to the P'rinciple he represents,

We trust that his last impressions of Ameriea
[ mny be plensant.  Whether his visit on the
[ whole has been an agreeablo one, is doubtful,
It seems to us that he misinterpreted the inter-
position of our Government for his release :
miseoneeived the spirit of onr foreign policy :
failed to nppreciate the character of our Peo-
ple, and overrated his ability to influence their
views amd purposes,  Disappointment with
them and with the Government has been the
resnlt

Another thing fraitful of embareassinent
and disagrecable misnnderstanding, was the
fnet of Lin being attonded by so large o retinue
It was expensive and tronblesoe, and did
o good. Had Kosuth, unattended except by
two or three of his secrctaries, made the tour
of the United States, he would have avoided
many swkward d-fficulties, and the entertain.
ers aa well ns the goest wonld have been bot.
tor satisfiod

As to the effeet of his visit and his captivat-
ing oratory, it has been loss than the demon.
strations vn his arvival lod the Public to antici-
pate. He has piped unto us, and we have not
danced ; he hns monrned unto us, and we have
| not lamented. The People have been moved,
but not to nction,  Americans nppreciate ge.
niug, and may Kindle at its burning words, but
they seldom wet from theie mpulses.  The
et bouo is always with them the ruling
uestion

But, this much has hoon gained : the Peo-
|||.r hve heen awnkened to o ‘I""l""r interest
in the affaies of Europe, and to the fact that
they have responsibilities in relation to the
enuse of Lilerty throughont the world : and it
in not improbable that they now are botter
qualitied than Lefire the agitation consequent
on the wldvent of Kossuth, should Europe again
he convubsed by Revolution, to sssume their
true position - and Kossuth himself hus colloet-
ed money enough to aid him in earrying on un
oxtensive revolutio BTN COTTOSN milenee.

-

Earruavake Siocks a1 Wasimiseron.—At

the W ilm_lnn Observatory, to-day, (April
20th lml{ nine minutes to one o'elock,
LY

s of earthiuake were falt, nt
o second. After the lapse of two
minutes, three other shocks were experienced
in quick succession, of sill greater violence,
These were followed by w strong smell of sul.
phur. The officers then cume ontside the build-
ing and remurked that no smell of any kind
wiis perceivahle in the atmosphors. The shocks
were plainly felt in various parts of the eity.
The clerks of the lnterior (locuted in Windor
building) ran out guite alusmed

The meaning of the moaniug sea
The hieroglyphics of the stars '

Or eloudod sunset’s orimson bars '
I vainly nsk, for mocks my skill
The trick of Nature's eypher still.

I turn from Nsture unto wen,

I wwk the stylus and the pen A

What sang the bards of old’  What meant
The prophets of the Orient ’

Tso rolls of buried Egypt hid

L painted tomls and pyramid !

What mean Tdamea's arrowy lines,

Or dusk Idora's monstrous wigus '

How speaks the primal thought of man
From the grim ourvings of Copan '
Whoro rosts the seerct ! Where the keys
O th' old death bolted mysteries '

Alas! the dead retain their trust,

Dast hath no soswer from the dust.

The groat enigma still unguessed,
Unnnswered the eternal quest ;

[ gather up the seattered rayx

OF wisdom in the early days,

Faint glosins snd broken, like the light
OF wetsors in' a Northern night,
Betraying to the darkling earth

The unseon sun which gave thew birth ;
1 listen to the Sybil's chant,

The voico of priost sud hierophant
I know what Indian Kreoshnu suith,
And what of life and what of death
The demon taught 1 Socrates ;

And what boneath his garden troos,
Slow pacing with a dream-like trond,
The sulewn-thoughted Plato said ;
Nor luck I takons, great ar small,

OF God's clear light in each and all,
Whike holding with wore dear regianl
The seroll of Hebrew Seer and Bard,
The starry pages prowise lit

With Christ's Evangel ovor-writ,

Thy mirnele of Lifo and Doath,

Oh Holy Ono of Nszaroth !

On Aztee ruing, gray and lone,

Thu ciroling sorpont coils in stone,
Typo of the endless and unknown
Whereaof wo seek the eluw to flud
With groping fingors of the blind'
Forever sought and never found,

We trace that serpent-symbol round
COur rosting-place, our starting hound !
Ol thriftlessuess of dream and guoss '
Ul wisdum, which is foolishness '
Why idly sock from outward things
The answor inward silence brings ;
Why stroteh beyond our proper sphere
And ago, fur that which lios so near?
Why elimb tha far-off hills with pain,
A nearer viow of hoaven to gain

In lowliost depths of bosky dells

The hermit. Contomplation, dwells.

A fountain's pinohung slope his soat,
And lotus-twined his silent foot,
Whenes, plerciug heaven with sereandd sight,
He soes at noon the stars, whose light
Shall glorify the coming night.

Hero let me pause, my guost forego ;
Enough for me to fesl and know

That He in whom the canse and ond,
The Past and Future, mest and blond,
Who, girt with His immensities,

Our vast and star-hung systom sees,
Small as the olustored Pleindes,

Moves not alon® vh heavenly quires,
But waves the spring-time's grassy spiros
Gunards not Arehsagel foot slone,

Hut deigna to guide and keep my own
Speaka not slono the words of fate,
Which worlds destroy and worlds oreste,
Bt whispers in my spirit's ear,

In tones of love or warning foar,

A Inngusgo nono heside may hear,

To Nim, from wanderings long and wild,
1 come, nu over-woaried child,

In eool and shade His peace to find,
Like dew fall sottling on my mind,
Assured that all I know is boat

And humbly trusting for the rost,

I turn from the bewildering senso
Of his diffused Omnipotence,

From Nature aud her wookery, Art,
And hook and spoech of men apart,
To the still witness in my heart |
With reveroneo wailing to behold
Ilis Avatir of Love unfold,

The Eternal Beauty new and old '

S JG.W.
“We learn that the Hon. Luther Bradish
has been appointed by the Presicent to be As-

sistant Treasuror of the United States at the
city of New York, in the place of John Young,
deceased, and that the sppointment was on
Tuemday confirmed by the Senate.”
What's the matter! Mr. Bradish used to be
a4 good an anti-slavery man as Senator Seward
himself. We have not heard of his conversion.

M. Hursemanw, the
' Affuires, loft W.
vious| h‘l'l.llm“hh
to
cial Note to the Becretary of State, and

municated copies of it to the members of the
Diplomatie ; ol
nole we nre

Missofiri —The Democrats of Missouri held

Jefferson City. Both sections of the Democra-
¢y, Benton and anti-Benton, were represented ;
the Bentonites had the majority, but the order
of the day was, conciliation, The Convention
agreed upon u series of resolutions, reaffirming
the Baltimore resolutions of 48, and the Vir-
ginia and Kentucky resolutions of '98: sane-
tioning the Cump;-omim measures ; upholding
the right of instruction, declaring that the
People have a right to instruct their Senators
in Congress through the Legislature, and to
hold the members of the Legislature acconnt-
able for any misrepresentation of their will in
giving instruetions; and disavowing any fellow-
ship with Abolitionists or Nullifiers. The reso-
lutions were intended to maintain the right of
instruction, without implying censure of the
course of Colonel Benton in sppealing from
the Legislature to the People.

An attempt by Dr. Lawry, an anti-Benton
member, to make sdherence to the Compro-
mise measures u fest, was voted down, General
Sterling Price (Benton) was nominated for
Governor : Dr. W. Brown (anti-Benton) for
| Licutenant Governor.  An electoral ticket,
comsisting of five Benton and four anti-Benton
men. was nominated. The same proportion
was observed in the election of delegates to the
Baltimore Convention, and in the State Central
Committee. No instructions were given to the
delegates in relation to Presidential candidates,
hut & resolution was adopted, expressing a
prefersnce for the old ticket, Cass and Butler.

So far as we can judge from the procesdings,
the two sections of the Democracy in Missouri
have huried their differences.

The Whigs held their Convention at St.
Louis on the 19th. The newspapers say that
they were united und enthusiastic. Colonel
Doniphan was nominated for the office of Gov-
| ernor.  Delegates were chosen to the National
| Convention, and an electoral ticket was desig-
nated. Resolutions were adopted, expressing
devation to the Union, denouncing the further
agitation of the Slavery Question, declaring
the intention of the Whigs of Missouri to sup-
port no eandidate for the State or National
Legislature, or for the Presidency or Vieo
Presidency, “unless he is known or believed
to be in favor of the Compromise measures as
a final settlement of the Slavery Question, and
opposed to reopening in the slightest degree the
question involved in them for renewed agita-
tion ;" demanding protection to American in-
dustry, and aid to river and harbor improve-
ments.  The Convention farther resolved that
| Mr. Fillmore was its choice for the Presidency,
Mr. Bates its first, Mr. Crittenden its second,
choice for the Vice Presidency.

North Carolina—The Whigs of this State
in their State Convention recommended Mr.
Fillmore as their candidate for the Presidency,
and Mr. Graham for the Vice Presidency, but
they added the following resolution :

“Third. That, whilst thus declaring our
choige for the Presidency and Vieo Presidency,
we will, nevertheless cordially support the
nominees of the Whig Nutional Convention, if
they aré unequivocally in favor of sustaining
the Compromise measures, which we insist
should be adbered to and earried into faith-
ful execution, as & final settloment, in the prin-
oiple and substance, of the dangerous and ex-
citing subjects they embrace. Aud we de-
olare it, ns the opinion of this Convention, that
no eandidate for the Presidency or Vice Presi-
dency can obtain the vote of the Whi
of North Curoling unless he is heyond doubt,
in favor of muintaining the entire series of
Compromise measures.”

GGeorgia—The Constitutional Union Con-
vention passed the following resolution :

* Resolved, That the Constitutional Unfon
Fnrt will not give its support to any candidate

or the office of President or Vice President of
the United States, unless the Convention nom-
inating such candidate shall declare its aequi-
escence in the measures of Congress known as
the Compromise measures, and its determina-
tion to consider these mensures as o final ad-
Justment of the matters embraced by them.”

It was resolved to take no further netion at
present in relation to the Presidential election,

hut to hLold another State Conventien, after

the Baltimore Conventions shall have acted.

Florida—The Florida Democratic Conven-
tion met on the 19th ultimo, and nominated
Jumes K. Broome for Governor, A. T. Maxwell
for Congress, and D. L. Yulee and 8. W. Spen-
cer delegntes at large to the Baltimore Conven-
tion. A series of resolutions were ndopted,
the first of which affirms the Virginia resolu-
tions of 1798 : the second endorses the Balti-
more resolutions of 1840 ; the third deprecates
the revival of any past issucs; and the fourth
appoints fourteen delegates to the Baltimore
Convention, uninstrue No preference was
expressed for any individual, but it was under-
stood that the first choice of the Convention
was Douglas for President, and Jefferson Davis
for Vice f’mﬁdﬁnt

Maine.—~At s meeting of the Free Soil mem-
bers of the Legislature of Maine, beld at Au-
gusta, week bLefore last, the following, among
other resolutions, were adopted ;

“ Resolved, That the csuse of American Lib-
erty is still dear to the hearts and strong in
the unwavering purposes of its friends; that it
in to be steadily prosecuted through whatever
vicissitudes it ma : and that we admit
no settlement which allows the extension of
lavery or the slave power. or the perversion
of our General Government into an instrument
of ion.

“ Hesolved, That we are in favor of holding a
National Free Soil Convention, as early as ma,
be, to nominate candidutes fur President an
Vice President of the United States, for the
united support of free men in the approaching

OAnVIBs,

* Resolved, That we recommend to that Con.
vention the names of Juhn P. Hale. of New
Hampshire, and Samuel Lewis, of Ohio, for
such candidates.”

The Convention also chose eighteen dele-
gntes to the Nationsl Conyention. The Port-
lawd Inquirer, oma of the ablest and truest pa-
pers in New England, in its last number, runs
up the ticket nominated, and accompanies it
with the following:

“To-duy we give to the Lreese the banner
recommended ot Augosta for 1852. It s an
emblem and promise of Righteous Government,
and every free heart in Maine will bail it like
the rainbiow on the bosom of the deluge. It
talls of Liberty, Justice, Glory ; of Hope, Joy,
Prosperity, and Peace perpotunl. 1t is the
flag of our country’s young men—true,
gallant, just.”

Alabama—The Whigs in several districts of
Alabama are indieating n strong desire for the
reorganization of the Whig purty in that
State. A couoty meeting has recommended
the holding of a State Convention of Whige
on the fourth Monday in May, for lb!ylll'\-
pose of appointing delegates to & National
Convention, and sustaining Mr. Fillmore.

South Carolina—The State Convention of
South Curolina, to consider the subject of Se-
comsion, met at Columbia, South Carolina, on
the 25th, Governor Means wan chosen Presi-
dent. A ocommittee of twenty-one was ap-
pointed to which wan referred the act of the
Legislature for the appointment of deputies to
a Southern Congress, and the eall of a Conven-
tion. Of course, nothing will be done.

Last Thursday, majority und minority re-
ports were submitted, and made the spocial
order for the next day. The majority report

affirms the right of Secession, and
declares that Bouth Curclina is now restrained
from its exerciso from considerations of expedi.
ency only. The wame consideration will re-
strain the Convention from atlempting any
notion

their State Convention on the Sth ultimo, at |

Maryland —The Whig members of the
Maryland Legislature lately assembled in Con-
vention, passed resolves in favor of the final-
ity of the Compromise, and in favor of Mr.
Fillmore a8 their candidate for the Presidency,
but declaring their willingness to support any
other true Whig who has stood, and continues
to stand, by the finality of the Compromise.

Michigan.—The Demoeratic State Conven-
tion organized at 11 o'clock this morning

| (April 28)—133 members were present.

mmediately after the organization, the
Hon. B. F. Wetherell offered the following
resolution, which was unanimonsly adopted :

“ Resolved, That the roll of delegates be
ealled by the secretary, and that each member
of the Convention, on his name being called,
announce his preference for the Democratic
candidate for the Presidency.”

The members announced Lewis Cass as their
choice, without a dissenting voice.

Governor McLellaund was elected one of the
delegates at large to the Baltimore Con-
vention.

Ilsi%ois —The Democratic State Convention
of Illinois, which met a short time since, passed
resolutions affirming the finality of the Com-
promise, and unanimously recommended Mr.
Douglas for the Presidency. This of course
was to be expected. Texas has nominated
Houston ; Pennsylvania, Buchanan ; Michigan,
Cass : Indiana, Lane ; Kentucky, Butler; Illi-
nois, Douglas; and Marey is understood to be
the candidate of a majority of the delegates
from New York. The Democracy is abundantly
blessed with candidates,

THE QUESTIO!_ OF THE DAY.

There was o time when Mr. Stephens of
Georgia wad singular among Southern men,
for his libernlity on the question of Slavery.
He was olassed with those who, while offering
no defence for Slavery on abstract grounds
plead in excuse for its toleration an inexorable
necessity. The Southern Herald, of Athens,
Georgia, in its issue of September 25th, 1851,
quotes the following language, which, it says
was held by Mr. Btephens in Congress, in the
year 1845, in a speech advocating the annexa-
tion of Texas :

“This sequisition will give additional power
to the Southwestern section in the National
Councils, and for this purpose | want it.  Not
that I am desivous to sea an extension of * the
Area of Slavery.’ ns some gentlemen have said
ita effect would be. I am no defender of Sla-
very in the abstract. Liberty always had charms
JSor me, and [ would rejoice to see allof Adam's
family, in avery land and clime, in the enjoy-
ment of those rights which are set forth in our
Deelaration of Independence s natural and
inalienable, if & stern necessity, bearing the
mark and impress of the Creator himself, did
not, in some cases, interpose and prevent. Such
is the case with the States where Slavery now
oxists. But I have no wish to see it extended to
other countries . and if the annexation of Texas
was for the sole purpose of extending Slavery
where it does not now and would not otherwise
exist, I would oppose it 7

The liberul views of Mr. Stephens, we pre-
sume. endangered his political standing. Men's
circumstances and interests modify their senti-
ments insensibly. A few years later, like M«
Clingman of North Curolina, once remarkable
for his toleration, he was transformed into an
extreme pro-slavery man, and allied bimself
with those who considered the claim and poli-
cy of extending Slavery to countries in which
it had no existence, of far more importance
than the praservation of the Union. And now
we find him holding all party organizations, and
the Union itself, as less vital than the perpeta-
ation of a law for catching runaway slaves,
whose provisions are a disgrace to the country.

In a speech in the House on the 27th, he
assumed the ground that the Whig and De-
mocratic parties represented no principles, no
questions—that an organization aspiring to the
title of a National Party, must be organized
on the questions of the day. But, he asked,
* What is the prominent question of the day?"
We commend his answer to the consideration
of men who have any ideas beyond n eotton
plantation.

“The great, leading, controlling, prominent
question.” he says, “which is likely to enter
into the contest, is the right, the constitutional
right, of one section of the country to reclaim
their slaves.”

On this question ho demands that parties
shall be organized: he will support no party,
no candidate, that does not mske it a promi-
nent question. All other subjects are ds;mﬁ
as insignificant. Millions of money an 2
sands of lives have been sacrificed through the
inattention of Congress to the subject of River
and Harbor Improvements; but what is this
to the recapture of a few miserable runaways?
How shall the public lands be disposed of !
Shall we in the modification of our revenue
system that may become necessary, act with
an ultimate view to Free Trade, or on the prir .
¢iple of Protection?! How far shall the aid of
Government be given to monopolies, for the nake
of encouraging competition in steam naviga-
tion with foreign Powers; or can it he given at
all, without serious detriment to individual en-
terprise, which has hitherto been found s suffi-
cient basis for our maritime greatness? What
shall be the paliey of the country in the great
conflicts between Despotism and Republican-
ism which threaten the stability of the Old
World? These, if wemay believe Mr. Stephens,
aro not “the questions of the day.” They
are not to he named in comparison with the
« great, leading. controlling, prominent ques-
tion "~shall we have the precious right recog-
nised, of eatehing o fow runaways, who from
time to time make an exodus from the land of
bondage in search of a Northern Cansan?
Question of Questions!  What sublime prinei-
ples it involves! Every nation has its mie,
sion—and what American will not glory in the
thought, that the mission of our Model Re-
publia ia to provide for eatohing runsways !
This is the grand guestion on which Parties
are to be organized, and candidntes are to
plant themselves! Who ean hereafter doubt
the breadth and nationality of the statesman-
ship of Mr. Stephens ?

Bat this gentleman does not state the ques-
tion fuirly. The Whig and Democratic par-
ties at the North have never denied the consti-
tusgoual right of the South to reclaim its fugi-
tive slaves. The People of that section gene-
rally have never contested the right: there is
not & Free 8oil Member of Congress who has
ever denied or nttempted to explain away the
constitutional provision on the subject. Not
against the Constitution, hut agninst an un.
constitutiomal law, a law onteaging every sen.
timent of freemen, every guaranty of personal
righta, have the Northern People protested and
struggled.  Thix law, framed by slaveholding
politicians, in the spirit of slayeholding institu-
tions, has been imposed on a People to whose
sentiments and institations it is abhorrent, and
the demand is, that they shall submit without
& murmur to its recognition, or he deemed and
denounced traitors to the Constitution.

The great question, then, us it respects the
reclamation of fugitives, is not whether the
Constitution shall be obeyed, whether & con-
stitutional right shall be recognised and pro-
vided for, but whether it shall he provided for
in the barbarous, revolting form prescribed
by the Slave Power. The Constitution is
one thing, construction is another. Slavehold-
ers are not divinely suthorised expounders.
Northern notions of constitutional law are en-
titled to as much respect as Southern. The

party that protests sguinst the Fugitive Law
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may yot be loyal to the Constitytjq,, .
party that sanctions it as g finality.
strates ita disregard of the Consgipygy, and ;

vassulage to Slavery. This is oyr i
it is worth us much as that of M,

but the
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Stephens
THE MANIFESTO,

The fight for peace goes on: agitation fi,
the suke of quiet is spreading ; concorg i,
sought through discord the politicians i,
prate most glibly of conciliation and brothery
love, show their sincerity and tact by yoy.,,
into fierce activity slumbering difforenpes U':
opinion, and by foreing issues caleulyted to
develop the nataral antagonism of seotion.

’_Tha‘ latest effort of importancs to put down
agitation, and hold up the Union, is the My,
festo of the eleven seceders from the Whig
caucus, addressed o the Whigs of the United
States, in explanation and justification of {h
course. The letter-writers forestalled they, .
their whole case was submitted by telegrapl,
to the Public before their address was concoct.
ed. It presents no fact not already known 1
the People, no argument with which they are
not familiar. Its anthors doubtless were under
the impression that posterity would regard it
a8 we now regard the Declaration of Inde-
pendence; but it is already on its way to the
limbo of vanities, to take its place with the
famous Southern Address of the last Congress
and the proceedings of the Nashville Conven.
tion.

The sum and substance of it ix: that My
Murshall of Kentucky and Mr. Gentry of Tuy,.
nesses, with a few other equally diserest and
patriotic men, not finding enough to emplay
their great faculties in the work of legislation
to which they had been elected by the People,
undertook to frume s creed for their party,
and to prescribe to upwards of a million of in-
dependent voters, the terms, issues, and nomi
nations on which they should aet together -
That this creed, omitting all notice of ques
tions concerning the Tariff, the Independent
Treasury, Public Lands, River and Harbor [i-
provements, Governmental Expenditures and
Reform, or any other question of general in.
terest, embraced.but a single article—tle final.
ity of a series of measures, the only practical
one of which is, a most detestable law fur
slave-catching: That the attempt to estallish
this broad and enlightened creed for the Whig
party, was made in a eaucus of Whigs, at
which were present only sixty-seyen members,
forty-five from the free, and twenty-two feom
the slave States—“a meager majority,” a8 the
address says, * of the Representatives claimed
a8 Whigs in the Congress of the United States”
and that it was defeated on a point of order by
a vote of fortysix to twenty-two, eight of the
Southern men voting with the mujority, seven
of the Northern men with the minority : That,
disappointed in this attempt to induce the Whig
members of Congress, or rather “a menger
majority of members,” to fix the creed of o
National Whig Convention, over which they
had no other authority than that of determin-
ing the time and place of its meeting, they ro-
tired in disgust, and they now ask the judg
ment of the Whigs of the United States upon
their aots.

This is the subtance of the Manifesto ; we
eannot find room for its commonplaces. Eleven
names are subscribed to it, as follows:

W. Brooke, Mississippi: Juckson Morton,
Florida ; John Moore, isiana ; Humphrey
Marshall, Kontucky: M. P. Gentry, Tennes
see; C. H. Williams, Tennessee ; E. C. Cubell
Florida; David Outlaw, North Carolina; J.
Aristide Landry, Louisiana ; James F. Strother,
Virginia.

I concur fully in the statement of fucis, ae

well as the general positions of this address.
. L. Crinemas, North Carolina.

Certainly, not a formidable array. The
platform on which these eleven gentlemen un-
dertook to place the party, is defined in the
resolution of Mr. Marshall, their leader, as fol-
lows:

“ Whereas the determination of the time and
Elace for holding o National Whig Convention

us been referred to the Whigs of Congress,
the Whig members of the Senate and House of
ntatives having assembled in Conven-
tion with the explicit understanding that they
‘regard the series of acts known as the adjust-
ment measures as forming in their mutoal de-
pendence and connection a system of compro-
mise the most concilia and the best for the
entire country that ¢ be obtained from
conflicting sectional interests and opinions:
and that, therefore, they ought to be adhernd
to and carried into faithful execution, as a finnl
settlement, in principle and substance, of the
dangerous and exeiting subjeets which they
embrace,” and to unite on this basis as well ns
u the lms-mhlhhed principles of the
Whig party, do hereby recommend the
day of . and the ity of . s the time
and place for holding the National Whig Con-
vention for the choice of Whig candidates for
llhg Presidency and Vice Presidency, respective-
y.”

These eleven patriotic men do not, however,
confine their efforts to the Whig party. They
seem disposed to take the Democratic party
also under their care. They inaist that both
shall adopt the platform of Mr. Humphrey
Marshall, under pain of being denounced as
outcasts from the fellowship of good and honest
men.

“ Should both of the great political partiss
fail to shape future party or nimtinmpon
the enlarged and fair pnnc‘iﬁ.: to which we
invited the Whig meeting at the Capitol on the
20th instant, there remsine but one other re-
sort, The People will demand such an organi-
zition, at the expense of existing parties, and
it will triumph over both : or, misled hy politi-
cal | whose al ambition rises
above their love of country, the People will be-
come involved in & canvas conducted by can-
didates whose will to sectionnl

judices, will seek political preferment
K;“Jm‘ sectional passions.”

We presume the Whig and Democratic Com-
mitteos will take the subjeet into serious con
sideration, and avail themselves of the profound
wisdom of Mr. Humphrey Marshall and his
associntes.

Meantime, the conduct of this gentleman
aud his friends is the subject of contradictory
comment by the Whig press. At the North,
it is condemned. The Washington Intelligen-
cer, with its acoustomed prudence, abstains
from the expression of any opinion concerning
it, and the Republic, which, since its coalition
with the Union to obtain the printing of Con-
gree, has been unusually discreet, hopes that all
will yet bo right. The Baltimore Patriot is un-
willing to take sides in the controversy, but the
Raltimore American, and Savannak (Ga) Re-
publican, leading Whig journals, fully sustain
the conduct of the seceding members.

MURDER OF A SUFPOSED FUGITIVE

The following u.';;de despateh from Co-
lumbia, Pa., appesn in the newspupers of this
place:

Corumsia, April 30, 1852,

that Deputy Marshal Snyder, of
IN P seompanied by Police Ofcer
Ridgely, of Baltimore, and Mr. Stanshury, of

rday for th
fog an dloged Tugiive save
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About three o'clook the proeeeded to
» lumber yard in lhluulhgnne{tn-iyoﬂh
town, where the was bngaged piling lum-
Ri ing it in his teeth. Al
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